Test Four: Inkingthe Roller System

For thistestrun, Maria and | inked the Vandercook roller system with black Hawthorne, Caligo, and
Akuainks. We printed type-high linocutsin orderto obtain a better understanding of how the ink
transfersand lays on the page (the 10-point text previously printed was difficult to "read.")

The Hawthorne again produced very satisfying results. The ink was modified with asubstantial amount
of transparent base, butitstill printed the mostrich and intense of all the inks (also due toits hue:
"intense black.") Because we were workingwith it fora briefer period of time, the ink was easier to
cleanthistime around. | cleaned one lino block with vegetable oil followed by vinegarand one with dish
soap (NO water) followed by water. Because most of the ink wiped off easily with adry shop towel first,
both clean up methods worked fine--forthe blocks. The rollers, onthe otherhand, did not respond at
all to soap. Maria cleanedthese and cantestify further.

Maria's results: Clean up so far was a bitdifficult with Hawthorne, it was recommended to clean it with
dish soap and waterand we haven’t figured out which way to make it work, since the dish soap doesn’t
seemtowant to bind with the ink. Soinstead we cleaned it off the rollers with oil and then with EP67
following with water. We also tried the dish soap afterthe oil and then waterwith a sponge w hich
seemed to work ok, not great though. | put talc on the rollers afterjustin case to pull outany leftover
substances. When we cleaned the linoblocks it seemed that dish soap and water worked the best. Butit
was difficultto see if that was really the case since the blocks where blackened with sharpie before they
were carved. Sowe weren’tsure if they where clean orthe sharpie was coming off from scrubbing
them. We also tried oil and vinegaronthe linoandit didn’t seem towork very well.

If youwould like to use Hawthorn ink, follow the 0il/EP67 ("ecopure")/water method. You may applya
small amount of talc to the rollers to pull any extra moisture out of them (do not overdoiit).

The Caligoink proves much easierto work with as a relief ink than asintaglio. It, too, yielded satisfying
results, though requiring abit more proofing and trouble-shooting than the Hawthorne. Asseemedto
be the case in hand-rollingthe ink, Caligo proved to require asubstantial amountofink ontherollers in
orderto printwell. Once the properamountwas obtained, the prints were quite rich (the exactamount
can only be discerned through proofing). Clean-up was easierthan Hawthorne. Notas much ink wipes
up witha dry towel, butthe rest may be removed with dish soap only, followed by water. Again, Maria
can testify torollerclean up.

Summary of Maria's results: Wipe as much ink off with a dry rag as possible, followed by straight dish

soap (nowater) onarag, followed by adamp rag to wipe up the dish soap residue, concluding with
thorough drying/talc.

Akuainkrequired the most trouble-shooting, but once we had the system properly inked, it too
producedrichresults. Itseemsthe newlyformulated ink (the carbon black hue atleast) isactually too
stiff! Thoughtheinkhas a buttery consistency out of the jar, it does stand in stiff peaks ratherthan
"pooling" as the Caligo and Hawthorne do. The initial prints were therefore grainy because the ink did
not take well tothe paper. We added a small drop of Akuablending medium modifiertoloosentheink,
and thisseemsto be the solution, though furthertestingis required because we added this modified ink



to the roller system which already contained unmodified ink. Clean-up, however, was definitely
smoothestwith Akua. Soapy waterisall theisrequiredforboththe blocks and the rollers. Thisis
followed, of course, by thorough drying with shop towels.

Overall, itis quite promising that any of these inks can be appliedtothe roller system withoutany
serious obstacles.



